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Our people, who tranfport themfelves, arc fettled in tnofe 
interjacent traCts, as a fcreen againft the infuits of the ra- 
vages. Swift. 

My juniors by a year, 

Who wifely thought my age a fcreen. 

When death approach’d, to ftand between, 

I he fcreen remov’d, their hearts are trembling. Swift. 

2 . Any thing ufed to exclude cold or light. 

When there is a Jcreen between the candle and the eye, yet 
the light paffeth to the paper whereon one writcth. Bacon. 
One fpeaks the glory of the Britifh queen. 

And one defcribes a charming Indian fcreen. Pope. 

Ladies make their old cloaths into patchwork for fcreens and 
ftools. Swift. 

v A riddle to lift fand. 

To Sc reen. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To fhelter; to conceal ; to hide. 

Back’d with a ridge of hills, 

That fcreen' d the fruits of th’ earth and feats of men, 

From cold Septentrion blafts. Milt. Par. Regain cl. 

A good magi II rate’s retinue of flats fcreens him from the 
dangers, which he is to incur for the fake of it. Atterbury. 
This gentle deed fhall fairly be fet forenioft, 

To fcreen the wild efcapes of lawlefs paffion. Rowe. 

2 . [ Cerno crevi , Latin.] To Lift i to riddle. 

Let the cafes be filled with natural earth, taken the firft 
half fpit, from juft under the turf of the belt pafture ground, 
mixed with one part of very mellow foil Jcre-ned. Evelyn. 
Screw, n.f [ fcroeve, Dutch ; efcrcu , hrench.] One of the 
mechanical powers, which is defined a right cylinder cut into 
a furrowed fpiral : of this there are two kinds, the male and 
female; the former being cut convex, fo that its threads rife 
outwards ; but the lattefchannelled on its concave fide, fo as 
to receive the former. . Quincy. 

The fcrew is a kind of wedge, that is multiplied or con- 
tinued by a helical revolution about a cylinder, receiving its 
motion not from any ftroak, but from a veCtis at one end of 
it. Wilkins's Math. Magick. 

After your apples are ground, commit them to the Jcrew 
prefs, which is the beft. Mortimer s Husbandry . 

To Screw, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. To turn by a fcrew. 

If we fliould fail. — 

* We fail ! 

But fcrew your courage to the flicking place. 

And we’ll not fail. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Some, when the prefs by utmoft vigour Jcrew' d , 

Has drain’d the pulpous mafs, regale their I wine 

With the dry refufe. Phillips. 

2 . To faften with a fcrew. 

To fcrew your lock on the door, make wide holes, big 
enough to receive the fhank of the fcrew. Moxon. 

3 . To deform by contorfions. 

Sometimes a violent laughter fcrew' d his face, 

And fometimes ready tears dropp’d down apace. Cowley. 
With fcrewed face, and doleful whine, they ply you with 
fenfelefs harangues againft human inventions on the one hand, 
and loud outcries for a further reformation on the other. South. 
He f reiv'd his face into a harden’d fmilc, 

And faid Sebaftian knew to govern Haves. Drydefi. 

Let others fcrew their hypocritick face. 

She fhews her grief in a fincerer place. Swift. 

To force ; to bring by violence. 

He refolved to govern by fubaltern minifters, who fcrewcd 
up the pins of power too high. Howel s Vocal Pored. 

No difcourfe can be adminiftered, but they will try to turn 
the tide, and draw it all into their own channel ; 01 they will 
fcrew in here and there fome intimations of what they faid or 

Government of the Tongue. 

The rents of land in Ireland, lince they have been fo 
enormoufly raifed and fcrewed up, may be computed to be 
about two millions. wifi. 

5 . To fqueeze; to prefs. 

6. To opprefs by extortion. . 

Our country landlords, by unmeafurable [crewing and rack- 
ing their tenants, have already reduced the miferable people 
to a worfe condition than the peafants in France. wyr. 

Screw Tree, n f. [fora, Latin.] A plant of the Eaft and 

Weft Indies. . 

To SCRI'BBLE. V. a. [ feribo , fcribillo , Latin.] 

1 . To fill with artlefs or worthlefs writing. 

How gird the fphere 

With centrick and eccentrick, fcribbl d o cr 

Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb. MUton r Parad.fi Lo/l. 

2 . To write without ufe or elegance. 

To Scri'bble. <y. rc. To write without care or beauty. 

If a man fliould affirm, that an ape cafually meeting with 
pen, ink and paper, and falling to fribble, did happen to write 
exactly the Leviathan of Hobbes, would an atheift believe iucli 
a ftory? And yet he can eafily digeft things as incredffi eas 

that. ■'* 
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If Mssvius fribble in Apollo’s fpite, 

There are, who judge ftill worfe than he can write. 

Leave flattery to fulfome dedicators. 

Whom, when they praife, the world believes no more 
Than when they promife to gi \e fribbling o’er. p c , 
Scri'bble. n.f [from the verb. J Worthlefs writing. 

By folemnly endeavouring to countenance my conjectures 
I might be thought dogmatical in a hafty Jcribble. p c .f 

If it ftruck the prefent tafte, it was foon transferred into the 
plays and current fribbles of the week, and became an addi- 
tion to our language. sW 

Scri'ebler. n.f [from fribble.'] A petty author; a writer 
without worth. 

The moft copious writers are the arranteft fribblers , and i n 
fo much talking the tongue runs before the wit. L'kjlran«c 
The aCtors reprefen t fuch things as they are capable, U 
which they and the fribbler may get their Jiving. Drydel 
The fribbler , pinch’d with hunger, writes to dine, 

And to your genius muft conform his line. Granv 

To affirm he had caufe to apprehend the fame treatment 
with his father, is an improbable fcandal flung upon the nation 
by a few bigotted French fcribblers. Swift, 

No body was concerned or furprifed, if this or that fribbler 
was proved a dunce. Letter to Pope's Dunciad. 

Scribe, n.f [fcribe, French; firiba, Latin.] 

1 . A writer. 

Hearts, tongues, figures, fribes , bards, poets, cannot 
Think, fpeak, caft, write, fing, number, ho ! 

His love to Antony. Shak. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

My mafter, being the fcribe to himfelf, fliould write the 
letter. Shakcfearc. 

A certain fcribe came and faid, mafter, I will follow thee. 

Mat. viii. ig. 

We are not to wonder, if he thinks not fit to make any 
perfect and unerring fribes. Grew's Cofmol. 

The following letter comes from fome notable young female 

fcribe. Sfeflatcr. 

2 . A publick notary. Ainfworth, 

Scri'mer. n.f [ efrimeur , French.] A gladiator; a fencing 

mafter. Not in ufe. 

The f rimers of their nation, 

He fwore, had neither motion, guard, nor eye, 

If you oppos’d them. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Scrine. n.f. [firinium, Latin.] A place in which writings or 
curiofities are repofited. 

Help then, O holy virgin, 

Thy weaker novice to perform thy will ; 

Lay forth, out of thine everlafting ferine. 

The antique rolls which there lie hidden ftill. Fa. §uun, 
Scrip. n.J\ [ fkreeppa , Iflandick.J 

1 . A fmall bag ; a fatchel. 

Come, fliepherd, let us make an honourable retreat; though 
not with bag and baggage, yet with ferip and ferippage. Shak. 
He’d in rcquittal ope his leathern ferip , 

And fhew me fimples of a thoufand names, 

Telling their ftrange and vigorous faculties. Milton. 

2 . [From feriptio , Latin, as it feems.] A fchedule; a fmall 

writing. , 

Call them generally man by man, according to the Jcnp. 

Shakcfpeare's Midfummer Night's Dream . 
Bills of exchange cannot pay our debts abroad, till flips of 
paper can be made current coin. . /f*'* 

Scri'ppage. n.f. [from Jcnp.] That which is contained m a 
r • JJiOH 

Imp. # . ,1 

Scri'ptory. adj. [ friptorius , Latin.] Written; 110t ora \J 

delivered. , . . 

Scri ptur al. adj. [from fripture.] Contained in the bibi^j 

biblical. 

By creatures, the fcriptural ufe of that word determmesu 
fometimes to men. tter ury 

SCRI'PTURE. n.f [ friptura , Latin.] 

It is not only remembered in many feriptures, but famous 
for the death and overthrow of Craffus. 

2 . Sacred writing ; the Bible. . . , . 

With us there is never any time beftowed in divine ie 
without the reading of a great part of the holy Jcr 
which we account a thing moft neceflary. 

The devil can cite fripture for his purpofe ; 

An evil foul producing holy witnefs, 

Is like a villain with a finding cheek. to 

There is not any aCtion which a man ought to > 
forbear, but the fripture will give him a clear precep , 

hibition foi it. r ’ • >.'ii Lie rradinn tho 

Forbear any difcourfe of other fpirKs, till 1 pAi- 

men, afiTtis 
Atterbury- 


fripture hiftory put him upon that enquiry. 

Scripture proof was never the talent of theie 

no wonder they are foiled. . , f foVjna no- 

Why are fripture maxims put upon us, without wj 

tice of fripture examples, that lie croft em • fl„en- 

The author of nature and the fmptures lu ■ 1 

joined, that he who will not work, fhall not 
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Scri'vener. n.f [ ferivano , Latin.] 

1. One who draws contrails. 

We’ll pafs the bufinefs privately and well : 

Send for your daughter by your fervant here. 

My boy fhall fetch the ferivener. Shakcf Tam. of the Shrew. 

2 . One whofe bufinefs is to place money at intereft. 

How happy in his low degree, 

Who leads a quiet country life, 

And from the griping ferivener free? Dtyderis Horace. 
I am reduced to beg and borrow from ferivener s and ufurers, 
that fuck the heart and blood. Arbuthn. Hijl. of John Bull. 
SCROFULA, n.f [from ferofa , Latin, a flow, as p^oibci;-.] 
A depravation of the humours of the body, which breaks out 
in fores commonly called the king’s evil. 

If matter in the milk difpofe to coagulation, it produces a 
fcrcfula. JVifeman of Tumours. 

Scro'fulous. adj. [fromfrofula.] Difeafed with the fcrofula. 
Scrofulous perfons can never be duly nourifhed; for fuch as 
have tumours in the parotides often have them in the pancreas 
and mefentery. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Englifti coil fumpt ions generally proceed from a frofulous 
difpofition. Arbuthnot. 

What would become of the race of men in the next age, if 
we had nothing to truft to, befide the frofulous confumptive 
produdlion furniflied by our men of wit and pleafure? Swift. 
Scroll, n. f [Suppofed by Minjbew to be corrupted from roll; 
by Skinner derived from efcrouelle , a fnrimp given by the heralds: 
whence parchment, wrapped up into a refembling form, has 
the fame name. It may be obferved, that a gaoler’s lift of 
prifoners is efcrou.] A writing wrapped up. 

His chamber all was hanged about with rolls. 

And old records from ancient times deriv’d ; 

Some made in books, fome in long parchment fc rolls. 
That v/ere all worm-eaten, and full of canker holes. Spenf 
Accept this fir oil , 

Which, in right of Richard Plantagenet, 

We do exhibit to your majefty. Shakefp. H. VI. 

See’ft thou this letter, take it up, 

And give the king this fatal plotted fir oil. Shake. f Tit. Andr . 

We’ll add a royal number to the dead, 

Gracing the fcroll, that tells of this war’s lofs. 

With flaughter coupled to the name of kings. Shakrfpeare. 
Here is th e jcr oil of every man’s name, which is thought fit 
through all Athens to play in our interlude. Shake Peare 

. A Numidian prieft, bellowing out certain fupe^Zus 
charms, can divers f rolls of paper on each fide the wav, 
wherein he curfed and banned the Chriftians. Knolles. 

He drew forth a froll of parchment, and delivered it to our 
ioremoit man. Bacon 

Such follow him, as fhall be regifter’d ; 

Part good, part bad : of bad the longer fcroll. Milton. 

V/ith this epiftolary froll. 

Receive the partner of my inmoft foul. Prior . 

Yet if he wills, may change or fpoil the whole; 
aj y° n beauteous, myftick, ftarry roll. 

And bum it, like an ufelefs parchment Toll. Prior 

Sc f°I LE - n J\ [, rh f ,s W01tl 1 remember only in Shakefp, are ■ 
t feem s derneci from efcrouelle , French, a fcrofulous fwell- 
ing; as he calls a mean fellow a fab from his itch, ora 

wmfch ' ag = ednefs -J A m «m fellow; a rafeal; a 

. f hefcroyles of Angiers flout you kings. 

And ftand fecurely on their battlements. 

As in a theatre. cr ? r. , rr . , 

To SCRUB. v . ? . [fiknBcu, Dutch]' 
fomething coarfe and rough. 

Such wrinkles as afkiiful hand would draw 
J or an oid grandam ape, when, with a grace. 

She fits at fquat and ferubs her leathern face. Dr, den 

br ufoe , W0UW lay af ‘ de the Ufe 0f fAtf 

her ,™p w *t h 

; [frtlhe'e^T T Ae «*** 

the ftch[ mas V bet h em D T '° fcrub himfclf for 

away dirt. P '° yed 1,1 the offices of fcouring 

2. Any thing mean or defpicable. 

A Nc^ttle^rrr joint board * 

q- A worn out broom ^ ooaru. Swift. 

W EBED 'Lf Danith.j 

Scru bey. i left, dirty; f orry . J 

AT ] r J ^ aVe t0 3 VOUth, 

A kind Of boy, a little frubbed boy, 

JNo higher than thvfclf cl i , 

Tke fcriebbieji cL in all the pack! ' ° f ^ 

Can f et tne maftiff on your back. 

Thin a f ene /- a T° d ’ Pr ° duc ’ d 1,0 more 
Scruff. ,, r ., , s ™fi 

thefis ufual in pronunciation. Pp0fe ’ W ‘' h ^ b ? a mcU 
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SCRUTLE. n.f. [finipule, French ; firupu’us , Latin.] 

1. Doubt; difficulty of determination; perplexity: generally 
about minute things. 

Macduff, this noble paffion. 

Child of integrity, hath from my foul 
Wip’d the black firuples, reconcil’d my thoughts 
To your good truth. Shakejpeare' s Macbeth: 

Nothing did more fill foreign nations with admiration of 
his fucceffion, than the confent of ail eftates of England for 
the receiving of the king without the leaft firuple , paufe, or 
qiieftion. Bacon. 

For the matter of your confefTion, let it be fevere and feri- 
ous ; but yet fo as it may be without any inordinate anxiety, 
and un neceflary fcruples, which only intangle the foul. Taylor. 

Men make no firuple to conclude, that thofe propofitions, 
of whofe knowledge they can find in themfelves no original, 
were certainly the imprefs of God and nature upon their 
minds, and not taught them by any one elfe, Locke. 

2 . Twenty grains; the third part of a dram. 

Milk one ounce, oil of vitriol a firuple, doth coagulate ; 
the milk at the bottom, where the vitriol goetfi. Bacon. 

3 . Proverbially, any lfnall quantity. 

Nature never lends 
The finalleft firuple of her excellence, 

But, like a thrifty goddefs, fhe determines 
Herfelf the glory of a creditor. Shakefp. Meafi for Mcafi 
ToScru'ple. v. n. [from the noun.] To doubt; to hefitate. 
He f erupted not to eat 

Againft his better knowledge ; not deceiv’d. 

But fondly overcome with female charms. Milt. Par. Loft. 
Sc-ru'pler. n.f [from firuple.] A doubter; one who has 
fcruples. 

I he fcruples which many publick minifters would make of 
the worthinefs of parents to have their children baptifed, forced 
fuch queftioned parents, who did not believe the neceffity of 
having their children baptifed by fuch fmiplers , to carry their 
children unto other minifters. Gr aunt's Bills of Mortality „ 

Scrupulosity, n.f. [from frupulous.] 

1 . Doubt; minute and nice doubtfulnefs. 

Amongft ourfelves there was fome queftion moved, by rea- 
fon of a few mens frupulofty touching certain things. Hooker. 

The one fort they warned to take heed, that firupuloftty did 
not make them rigorous in giving unadvifed fentence againft: 
their brethren which were free; the other, that they did not 
become fcandalous, by abufing their liberty and freedom to the 
offence of their weak brethren, which were fcrupulous. Hook. 

So careful, even to frupulofty, were they to keep their 
fabbath, that they muft not only have a time to prepare them 
for that, but a further time alfo to prepare them for their 
very preparations. 

2 . rear of acting in any manner; tendernefs of conference. 

1 he firft facrilege is looked on with fome horror; but when 
they have once made the breach, their frupulofty foon retires. 

c / , . Decay of Piety. 

Scrupulous, adj. [firupuleux, French; fcrupulofus, Latin : 
from Jcruple.] J 9 

I *fcienc^ dQUb ^ Uli t0 in ^ eterm ^ations of con- 

Tbcy warned them that they did not become fcandalous, by 

ufing their liberty, to the ofience of their weak brethren 
which were fcrupulous. Hoo 1 

Some birds, inhabitants of the waters, whofe blood Told 

‘ n ta<le ’ *■“* ^ fin** ous 

2 . Given to objections ; captious. 

Equality of two domeftick pow’rs 

3- NfoeTlVbtl"" 1 faai0n ’ ^ A* atJ d Cleopatra. 

As the caufe of a war ought to be juft, fo the juftice of 
that cauie ought to oe evident; not obfeure, not fcrupulous. 

4- Careful; vigilant; cautious/ ^ JVar ' 

I have been the more^ fcrupulous and wary, in regard the in- 

erences drawn from thefe obfervations are of^fome im 
portance. 

•‘saar’-** »"****i 

j 10l / be duty conflftS not fcrbpuloufj in minutes and half 

Henry V. manifeftly derived his courage f rom ufAh' 

not to ofetibe the focceft of'it £ 
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SC r n Sr A y BLE - ai} \ [fr ° m fcrut0r ’ Latin -] Difcoverable by 

Shall we think God fofcrutable , or ourfelves fo . .• 
that none of his ferrets can efcape us ? A 
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